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And further:
" The records of the province of Kassala show that
during the last ten years one hundred and seventy-three
slaves have escaped from Abyssinia to Gedaref, a District
Headquarters lying some seventy-five miles from the
frontier on latitude fourteen degrees. The figure 173
represents registered cases only, and it is probable that
other slaves have escaped into the Sudan of whom no
record exists."
Sir Austen Chamberlain attaches to his letter some
interesting appeals from slave-owners, addressed to
British officials, in the hope of getting their slaves
Returned to them:
Let itceach Mamur Gedaref.
DEAR SIR,
May God show you the justice.
The protector of the poor and their properties is the
Government.
The question is that all slaves of the Qabtia territory
have run away towards Gedaref.   Accordingly, we, your
poor men, have been oppressed because it is difficult for
us to carry on without slaves.   On account of this I am
sending my son to you in order that you may help him
in the aforesaid matter.
I offer my thanks to you ten times ten.
Your servant,
(Signature and Seal)
GRAZMACH TAFFARI."
QABTIA, 1st Sanne 1916 (Ethiopian date),
Zthyune 1934-
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